
     
 

 
BE SMART WITH YOUR CHARITABLE GIVING  

 
 Despite our ailing economy, Americans remain very generous. In 2008, over $307 billion was donated to 

non-profit organizations by good-hearted individuals.  

Anytime there’s a major disaster, Americans are quick to respond.  That’s the good news.  However, with 

increasing frequency we see scammers finding fresh approaches to exploit that generosity .   

Use caution as you make your charitable giving decisions.   It is not unusual for crooks to find a close 

imitation to an established and well-known charity.  For example, instead of the “American Red Cross” they might 

solicit in the name of the “United States Red Cross.” 

 If you are contacted by any solicitor, telephone, email or at your door, we recommend that you be very 

cautious.  Never give out your personal or financial information until you are certain who you are g iving it to.  If 

someone calls on the telephone asking for a contribution, you can tell them that you do not giv e money to 

telephone solicitors. You could also ask them to send you information through the mail about their organization for 

you to review before making an informed decision.  

 If a solicitor is aggressive, hang up.  If you feel threatened , call the police.  If you have questions or would 

like more information, call the DA’s Fraud Hotline 303-271-6980. If you feel that you have been a victim of fraud, 

call Deb Ohno in Consumer Fraud at 303-271-6931. 

 Your charitable gifts need to be made wisely and with some research. There is no federal law governing 

how legitimate non-profits spend any portion of the funds they raise . Consequently, the charitable giver should 

take time and investigate worthy, legitimate contenders for their gift : 

�x Research how a particular charity uses its funds by calling the Better Business Bureau (303-758-2100) or 

download a report online at www.give.org or www.charitynavigator.org ; 

�x If you receive a telephone solicitation from a charity,  do not immediately pledge funds.  Ask that a 

company report be sent so that you will have information on which to base your giving decisions ; 

�x Remember that crooks can imitate a charity when contacting you by telephone or email; you never know 

who is really at the end of the line when you receive an unsol icited contact. Never give out  bank account 

or credit card numbers when contacted by telephone or email without doing your homework first ; 

�x Don’t be “guilted  into giving ” when solicitors send you “free” inc entives like mailing labels, greeting cards 

or coins; and  

�x Make your own “Charitable Giving Plan” each year and stick to it.  Avoid impulse giving. 

�x Do not respond to charitable solicitations sent to you by email.  

For Assistance Call:  
District Attorney ’s Fr aud Line 303 -271-6980 

 casefraudline@jeffco.us  
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